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WASJESUSWRONG ABOUT THE END OF THE WORLD?
1. Eschatology: doctrine of the GndOtimes (Gk extetan) or Qast daysO
2. JesustMogt Important Eschatologica Teaching: the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25)
Immediately after the tribulation of those days... they will see the Son of Man coming on the cloudsof heaven
with power and great glory... Amen | say to you, this gneaation will na pess anay till al these things teke pae
(Matthew 24:30, 34)
3. The Problem: Apparent Non-Fulfillment of JesusCProphecy
a C. S Lewis Orhe most embarrassing verse in the BibleO
b. Albert Schweitzer: Jesus was afailed Gypocayptic prophetO
c. Bertrand Russdl: Why | anNa a Chridian and the Divinity of Jesus
d. The Fase Prophet (see Deut 17:19-22)
4. Solution: Jesus is gpegking of Two Digtinct Eventsin the Olivet Discourse
a The Dedrudion o theTenrpein Jerusdem in 70 A.D.
b. The End d theWaldthat will take place & His Parousa

THE Two QUESTIONS: THE TEMPLE AND THE PAROUSIA

1 Jesus left the Tarpgeand was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of theTenple
2 But he answered them, Orou see dl these, do you not? Amen, | say to yau, tharewill na beldt hare acne gane upm
anahe, that will nat bethroan doan.O3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying,
Orell us, when will thisbe and what will bethesgn o yaur aaringand o thedosed theaggZO(Matthew 24:1-3)

1. Notice here the prominence of the Temple and its destruction.
2. Notice the two digtinct (but related) questions:

a When will the Destruction of the Temple take place?

b. What will be the sign of your GComingO(Gk parcusia) and the End of the Age?
3. We need to re-read the Olivet Discourse: see how it gppliesto the first-century A.D.

THE BEGINNING OF THE BIRTH-PANGS

4 And Jesus ansnaed them, (Take heed that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ®
am the Messiah,Gand they will leed many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are
not darmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise againgt nation, and kingdom
agang kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: 8 dl thisis but the beginning of the
birth-pangs. (Mathew 24:4-8)

1. Note Jesusis ansnaingthe disciples question about the Temple.

2. Fdse Messahs. arose between 40-70 AD (Josephus, Ant. 20.8.6)

3. Wars. civil war raged in Roman empire (Josephus, War 4.8.1)

4. Famines. worldwide famine under emperor Claudius (Eusebius, Churdh Higary).
5. Earthquakes: Colossae and Pompeii destroyed by earthquakes (50s-60s AD)
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PERSECUTION, APOSTASY, AND EVANGELIZATION

9 Then they will ddiver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by dl nationgG entiles
for my name®@sake. 10 And then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate one another. 11 And many
fase prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because wickedness is multiplied, most men®love will grow
cold. 13 But he who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, as atestimony to the Gentiles; and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:9-14)

1. Persecution: both Jews and Gentiles persecuted Chrigtians between 30-70AD
a Ealy Persecution: by Jerusdem Sanhedrin (see Acts)
b. Later Persecution: by Caeser Nero (608 AD; Eusabius, Church Higay)
2. Apogtasy: Chrigtians fdling away in the face of persecution (cf. Revelation 1-3)
3. Evangelization of the Q\vhole WorldO(Gk dkaumane?
a Faith of Church of Rome Os proclaimed in dl the worldO(Rom 1:8)
b. Gospdl is (earing fruitO0N the whole worldO(Col 1:5-6)

THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION AND THE GREAT TRIBULATION

15 So when you seethe abarination o desdation (or Qlesdating saailess) socken o by the praphet Danid, gandingin theHdy
PlaceN |e theresdar understandN 16 then e thosewho arein Judea fleetothentuntains 17 let him who is on the housetop
not go down to take what isin his house; 18 and let him who isin the field not turn back to take his mantle. 19
And dasfor those who are with child and for those who are nursing in those days! 20 Pray that yaur fligt may na be
inwinte a an a Sabbeth. 21 For then there will be get tribulatian, such as has not been from the beginning of the
world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would be
saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 Then if anyone says to you, @o, here is the
Messiah!Cor Ohere he isslCdo not bdieve it. 24 For fase Messishs and fase prophets will arise and show great
sgns and wonde's, s0 asto lead adtray, if possble, even the dect. 25 Lo, | have told you beforehand. So, if they
say to you, Qo, heisin the wildernessQdo not go out; if they say, o, heisin the inner roomsOdo not believe it.O
For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
28 Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together. (Matthew 24:15-28)

1. Clear Indications Jesusis na primarily taking about the End of Time
a Flignt to the Mountains from Judes?
b. Not fleeing in winter or on a Sfbbath?
c. Warning to flee immediately when Abomination gppears in Temple ((Holy PlaceQ

2. Should there be any doubt: the Abomination of Desolaion in Daniel
After the Sixty-two weeks, aMessiah shdl be cut off, and shdl have nothing; and the people of the prince who
is to come dd| detroy the aty and the ssnduary. Its ed shal come with a flood; and to the ed there 9dl bewar;
dedatians are dared.. he shdl cause sacrifice and offering to cease; and upon the wing of abarinatias shdl
come aewo mekesdedete.. (Danid 9:26-27)

3. Luke®Verson: Desolation = destruction of Jerusdem (for Gentile readers)
But when you sse Jrusdlam surraundad by armies; then know that its desolation has come near. Then let those who
arein Judeaflee to the mountans, and let those who are insdethedty depart... (Luke 21:20-21)

4. Great Tribulation: Romans crucified 500 or more Jews eech day (War 5.11.1)
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THE S GN OF THE SON OF MAN

29 Immediately &fter the tribulation of those days thesun will bedarkened, and themo will na gweitsligt, and thedars
will fdl framheaven, and the ponarsin heavan will be sheken; 30 then will gppear thedgh o the Se d Man in heavn, and then
dl the tribes of the land/earth will mourn, and they will ssethe Se o Man aamingan the douds d heaven with pone and
get day, 31 and he will send out his angels with aloud trumpet cdl, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds from one end of heaven to the other. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tende and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So dso, when you see dl these things, you know
tha he is near, a the vay gtes Amen, | say to you, this grgaian sdl na pess anay till dl these things take pae
(Matthew 24:29-34)

1. The Darkening of Sun, Moon, and Sas the End of the World?
2. Key to Undestanding: Language of Old Testament Prophets
a Desgtruction of Babylon: Gun, moon, and starsOwill be darkened (Isaish 13)
b. Destruction of Wicked Nations: stars GalOfrom heaven (I saish 34)
c. Degtruction of Egypt: Gun,0Anoon,Oand GtarsOgo dak (Ezekid 32)
3. The GComingOof God: Judgment of a City or Nation (Barber, CaringSan, 17-18)
a Judgment of Egypt: The Lord GomesOon acloud (Issiah 19)
b. Judgment of the Land: Qhe Lord is comingO(l saiah 26)
c. Judgment of Jerusdem:
Behold, heamesup likedauds his chariots like the whirlwind;
his horses are swifter than exjesN woeto us, for we are ruined!
O Jerusdem, wash you heart from wickedness, that you may be saved.
(Jeremiah 14:13-14)
4. Son of Man is Git the very gatesOof the City of Jerusdlem!
5. All This Will Take Place within one GGenerationO(Gk ges)
a One Generation = 40 years
C. 40 Years Laer: Jerusdem and Temple destroyed by Roman Empire (70AD)

THE TEMPLE ASA MICROCOSM OF THE UNI VERSE
1. Importance of the Temple in Ancient Judasm
2. The Temple as aMicrocosm (Quittle UniverseQ in the Old Testament

He built hissanduary [the Temple] like the high heavas
like theearth, which he has founded for ever. (Psdm 78:69)

THE TEMPLE ASA MICROCOSM OF THE UNI VERSE (Hahn and Mitch, Mathew, 60)

Cregtion (Macrocosm) The Temple in Jerusdem (Microcosm)
God QestedOon the 7" Day Templeis God®@0esting place for everO
(Gen 23) (Ps 132:14)

God completes and blesses the world on Solomon buildsthe Templein 7 years

the 7" Day and dedicatesit in the 7" month on 7" day
(Gen 22-3) (1 Kings 6:38; 8:2, 65)

Orhe whole earth isfull of his gloryO Orhe glory of the LORD filled his Temple.O
(Isa6:3) (1Kings 811)
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THE TEMPLE ASA MICROCOSM IN ANCIENT JUDAISM

1. The Three Parts of The Temple

If anyone without prejudice, and with judgment, look upon these things [in the Tabernacle], he will find theywarein
agy aenmedein way d imtaion and rgrestaion d theunivese When Moses digtinguished the tabernacle into three
pats, and dlowed two of them to the priests, as a place accessble and common, he denoted theland and thess,
these being of generd access to dl; but he set goart the third divison for God, because heaven is inaccessible to
men. (Josephus, Antiquities 3.181)

Orhe house of the Holy of Holies is made to correspond to thehighet heaven. The outer holy house was made to
correspond to theearth. And the courtyard was madeto correspond to thesse.O(Rabbi Pinhas ben Yai; 2™ century
AD. G.K. Bede, TheTerple 46 n. 36)

2. Other Cosmic Elements of the Temple (Bede, TheTenple 46)

a Seven Lamps of Menorah: symbolized the seven (visible) planets

b. Curtains: colored blue and purple like Qhe heavensO

c. Outer Veil: had the Qpanoramaof the heavensOportrayed on it (War, 5.210-14)
3. Temple Degruction: aConcrete Symbol of the Destruction of Heaven and Earth

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TRUE TEMPLE: JESUSCBODY

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over dl the land until the night hour. 46 And &bout the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, CEli, Eli, lema ssbachthani?Otha is, My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me2047 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, Orhis man is caling Elijah...050 And Jeus aied aggin
with alaud vaeand yiddad up his garit. 51 And behold, thewvel d the Tarpewas tan (Gk eshighg in two, from top to
bottom; and the earth hak and therakswaetan (Gk eshighesan); 52 the tombs dso were opened, and many bodies
of the saints who had fdlen adeep were raised, 53 and coming out of their tombs &fter his resurrection they went
into the holy city and gppeared to many. (Matthew 27:45-53)

TIMELINE OF DESTRUCTION
1 30AD True Temple of JesusCBody Destroyed
a Dedtruction of Jerusdem Temple prefigured in Temple Vel
b. Degtruction of Earth prefigured in Earthquake and Rocks split

2. 70AD Destruction of Jerusalem Temple )
a Prefigures Destruction of GHeaven and EarthO
3. 7?AD Second Coming and End of the World

a Temple of Heaven and EarthO(UniverseQ Will (Pass AwayO

JESUSAND THE TEMPLE IN THE CATECHISM (CCC 583-586)

On the threshold of his Passon Jesus announced the coming destruction of this splendid building, of which there
would not remain (xne stone upon another.OBy doing so, he announced a sg o thelagt days whidh wareto bagin with
hisonn Pasosg. (CCC 585)

He even identified himsalf with the Temple by presenting himsdf as God@definitive dwelling-place anong men
[Matt 12:6; John 2:21]. Therefore hisbangput to badly desth presaged thedetrudion o the Terpe which would manifest
adawning of anavageinthehiday d svetion. (CCC 586)
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THE GQCoMINGOOF THE SON OF MAN IN 70A.D.?
1. Josephus on the Sgn in the Heavens a Temple@Destruction (War 6.288-300)

Thus were the miserable people persuaded by these decelvers, and such as belied God himself; while they did

not atend, nor give credit, to the 9gstha were so evident and did so planly foretell their future desdation...

Thus theewes a dar resaridinga saard, whidh saod o thedty, and acomet, that continued awhole year. Thus dso
before the JawsCrebellion and before those commotions which preceded the war... so great a light shone
round the dtar and the holy house that it gppeared to bright day time; which light lasted for haf an hour... At
the same fedtivd, a heifer, as she was led by the high priest to be sacrificed, brought forth alarbin the midg
of the Temple. Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner [court of the] Temple, which was of brass, and vastly
heavy, and had been with difficulty shut by twenty men... was seen to be opened of its own accord about the
gxth hour of the night. ...The men of learning undestood it, that the sawrity d thar hdy hausewes dssdved d its
onn acxxrd, and thegatewes qoan far theadvantaged thar enaries So these publicly declared tha thissgd fareshedoned
the dedation that wes aaring upan then Beddes these.. a prodigious and incredible phenomenon gppeared; |

suppose the account of it would seem a fable, were it not relaed by those who saw it... for before sunset,
daids ad tragps d sddes in thar amxr wae ssn runing abaut among the dauds and surrounding of  cities.
Moreover, as the priests were going by night into the inner [court of the] Temple... they sad that they felt a
quaking, and heard a great noise, and after tha they heard the sound as of a great multitude saying, QLet us
remove hence.O(Josephus, War, 6.288-300)

For more information on Catholic teaching on the Final Judgment, the New Creation, and the Last
Days pick up Brant Pitre’s audio set
Life After Death: A Bible Study on the Seven Last Things (distributed by Catholic Productions)

3 Cuatholic Prafact _51\"-1':{;‘. i
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Who Isthe Whore of Babylon?
How to Read the Book of Revelation

I ntroduction: the Book of Revelation
1. A Unique Book: mogt mysterious, mogt criticized, most Jewish (over 800 refs. to the OT)
2. The Book of QRevelationOor QUnveilingO(Greek gockaypds (Rev 1:1)
3. The Quedtion:
a IsReveaion aBlueprint for the End of the World?
b. Or hasmost of Revelation dready been fulfilled?

The Book of Revelation: A Short Outline

1. Introduction: John®Vision of Christ (Rev 1)

2. Lettersto the Seven Churches of AsaMinor (Rev 2-3)

3. ohn@ Visons of the Heavenly Mass (Rev 4-5)

4. The Great Tribulation and the Degtruction of the Whore (Rev 6-19)

a The 7 Sedls of God®Judgment f. The Woman Clothed with the Sun

b. The Four Horsemen g. The Dragon and the Beast

c. The 144,000 Marked on their Foreheads  h. The 7 Plagues

d. The 7 Trumpets of God®Wrath i. Vision of the Whore of Babylon@Destruction

e. John Measures the Temple (Rev 11)
5. The Millennium and the Finad Judgment (Rev 20)
6. The New Heavens and the New Earth (Rev 21-22.5)
7. Concluson: Warning againg dtering the Book (Rev 22:6-21)

Two Views of Revelation (Scott Hahn, TheLarb@Sype, 73)
1. The QruturigtOView:
a A cryptic prediction of futureevents
b. These eventswill only take place a theend d tine
c. Only people living during the Gend-timesOcan properly interpret Revelation
d. Example: Tim Lahaye and Jerry Jenkins, TheL dt-Benind Seies
2. The (PreteristOView:
a A prediction of imminet events
b. These eventswaefufilled inthefirg-crntury A.D.
c. The Old Testament and first-century history are keysto proper interpretation
d. Example: many mode'n commentaries (Chilton, Daysd V exgan®
3. Wha clues does John himsalf give? A combination of preterism and futurism.

Revelation: The First Century and the End of Time

1 Thereveation (Gk gpkaysg of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what nmus son tekepace
and he madeit known by sending his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony
of Jesus Chrigt, even to al tha he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads doud the words of this prophecy, and blessed
are those who hear, and who keep what iswritten herein; for thetimeisnexr (Rev 1:1-3)

11 Then | saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and sky fled avay, and no
place was found for them. 12 And | sawthedead, gest and srdll, dandng bdarethethrane and bocks ware qoaned. Also
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,
by what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and al
For Dr. Pitre’s Bible Studies on CD 6
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were judged by wha they had done. Then Desth and Hades waethroan intothelake d fire This is the second deeth,
the lake of fire... Then | saw a nev heaven and a new earth; far thefirg heaven and thefirg earth hed pessad anay, and | saw
the holy city, new Jerusdem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. (Rev 20:11-21:2)

The Whore of Babylon (Revelation 17)

1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, GCome, | will show you the
judgrat d theget harld who is seated upon many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed
fornication, and with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers on earth have become drunk.O3 And he carried
me away in the Spirit into awilderness, and | saw awaren dtting an a Sarle beeg which wes full o Hlagphaous names
and it had s/ heeds and ten hans 4 Thewaren wes arrayad in purpeand Sarld, and bedecked with gold and jewels and
pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her fornication; 5 and on her
forehead was written aname of mystery: Babian thegest, nther o harlas and o earthi's abarinatias O

6 And | saw the woman, drunk with thebdaod o thesaints and thebdaod o themartyrs d Jesus When | saw her | marveled
gredtly. 7 But the angel sad to me, QVhy marvel? | will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of thebesst with
2 heads and ten hans tha carries her. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is to ascend from the
bottomless pit and go to perdition; and the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of
life from the foundation of the world, will marvel to behold the beast, because it was and is not and isto come. 9
This cdls for amind with wisdom: the saan heeds are s/ nmountains an whidh thewaren is sstet 10 they aed o samn
kings five of whom have fdlen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he comes he must remain only a
little while. 11 As for the beast tha was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to
perdition. 12 And theten hans thet yau saw are ten kings who have not yet received royd power, but they are to
receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 These are of one mind and give over ther
power and authority to the beast; 14 they will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for heis
Lord of lordsand King of kings, and those with him are caled and chosen and faithful.O

# < 15 And he said to me, Orhe waters that you saw, where the harlot
o) . is sedted, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. 16

And the ten horns that you saw, they and the besgt will hetethe herld;
they will meke her dedate and neked, and davour her flesh and burn her up
—- with fire 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his
purpose by being of one mind and giving over their royd power to
the beadt, until the words of God shdl be fulfilled. 18 And the

&0 waren that you sawisthegest dty which has dominion over the kings
71 of theearth.O

P 1. Three Figures

ks a TheWhore

e L& b. The Beast with 7 Headsand 10 Horns

é;;;i c. TheLamb

i@ = 2. Wha isthe Whore Doing?
2 g a Fornicating with the Kings of the Earth
b. Drunk with the blood of the Martyrs
c. Riding the Beast
d. Sttingon 7 Hills
3. What about the Beast?

7
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a Blaspheming God

b. Causes the world to Gnarvd O

c. Produces KingsO

d. Makes war with the Lamb

€. Turnson the Whore; burns her with fire

The Whore of Babylon = The Roman Catholic Church?
1. Protestant Interpreters (cf. picture above, Lucas Cranach, 1522 A.D.)
a Fundamentdists: David Hunt, A Waren WhoRidestheBesdt (1994)
b. Martin Luther: O now know of acertainty tha the papacy is the kingdom of Babylon...O
(TheBabyaian Cattivity of theChurdh, 1.2)
2. Reasons.
a Babylon = acodenamefor Rome
(Ghe who is a Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sendsyou greetingsO1 Pet 1:13)
b. Seven Hills= seven hillsin Rome
(Qhe seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated ORev 17:9)
c. Purple and Red = colors of the Catholic clergy
(CBhe [the Whore] is clothed in @urple and scarletGiverse 4), the colors of the Catholic
cergyODavid Hunt, A Waren Who Ridesthe Bexdt)
d. Wedth of the Whore = wedth of the Catholic Church
(She has @pold OQewesOetc. Rev 17:4)

The Whore of Babylon = The Roman Empire?
1. Almogt dl Modean Scholars.

a Richard Bauckham, TheClimex o Praohey (T. & T. Clark, 1993)
Orhe book of Revelation uses two mgor, complementary images of the evil power of Rome. One is the sea-
monger (€he beast®.. the other image is the great city Babylon, first named in 14:8, and then portrayed as a
woman, he great harlotQin chapter 17. Babylon is the city of Rome.O(Climex, 343)

b. David Aune, Reddian (3 vols. Word Biblicd Commentary, 1998)
Q\Vhile Qhe great cityOis gpplied to Jerusdlem in [Rev] 11:8, in Rev 17-18 the phrase Qhe great cityOrefers clearly
to Rome, implicitly or explicitly designated (Babylon.O(vol. 3, 959).
2. Reasons:

a Scholars smply asumeRome because Rome was Qhe grestest of citiesOfor pagans

b. The Seven Hills the Woman is Seated Upon = seven hills of Rome

¢. Scholars turn the Whore and the Beadt into aneFigure rather than two

The Whore of Babylon = The City of Jerusalem
1. Many Catholic Interpreters:
a Michad Barber, CaringSan (Emmaus Road, 2005)
b. David Currie, Rgpture (Sophia I ngtitute, 2003)
c. Scott Hahn, TheL arb@Syope (Doubleday, 1999).
2. Jerusdem Interpretation:
a The Whore = wicked city of Jerusdem
b. The Beast = the Roman Empire
c. The Lamb = Chrigt and his persecuted Church
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Reason #1: John Tdls You that the Whore is Jerusalem!

1. The Whore in Revelaion 17:

OAnd the woman that you saw is thegest dty which has dominion over the kings of the earth.O(Rev 17:18)
2. The Meaauring of Jerusdem in Revelaion 11:

Then | [John] was given a measuring rod like a staff, and | was told: (Rise and messure theterpe d Gad and
the dtar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court outsde the temple; leave that out, for it is
given over to the naions, and they will trample over thehdy aty for forty-two months. And | will grant my two
witnesses power to prophesy for one thousand two hundred and sixty days... And when they have finished their
testimony, the beast that ascends from the bottomless pit will make war upon them and kill them, 8 and their
dead bodies will lie in the street of thegeat aty which is dlegoricaly cdled Sodom and Egypt, wheether Lad wes
aqudfied (Rev 11:1-8)

Reason #2: Jerusalemis Called a OVhareOar (HarlatOin the Old Testament
(How thefaithful aty [Jerusaem] has become a harld, she that was full of justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but
now murdearersO(l saiah 1:21)

Agan the word of the LORD came to me: "Son of man, make known to Jrusalen her ébominaions, When |
passed by you again and looked upon you, behold, you were a the age for loveE | plighted my troth to you and
entered into a covenant with you, says the Lord GOD, and you became mine... And your renown went forth
among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through the splendor which | had besowed upon
you, says the Lord GOD. But you trusted in your beauty, and played the harld because of your renown, and
lavished your harldrieson any passer-by. "How lovesick is your heart, saysthe Lord GOD, seeing you did dl these
things, the desds of abrazen harldE  Adutaaus wife who receives strangers instead of her husbend (Ezekiel 16:1-
32)

When the LORD first poke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yoursdlf awifed harldry and
have children of harlotry, for theland ammtsget harldry by forsaking the LORD " (Hosea 1:2)

Wine and new wine take avay the undersanding. My people inquire of athing of wood, and their staff gives them
oracles. For aspirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they haweldt ther Gad to gay theharld. They sacrifice on the
tops of the mountains, and make offerings upon the hills, under ogk, poplar, and terebinth, because therr shadeis
good. Therefore your daughters play the harlot, and your brides commit adutery. (Hosea 4:11-13)

Reason #3: The Beast D estroysthe Whore: Rome Destroys Jerusalem
1. The Whore and the Beast are nd the same figure:

And the ten horns that you saw, they and thebesgt will hatetheherld; theywill mekeher desdateand naked, and devour
her flesh and burn her up with fire (Rev 17:16).

2. Rome and Jerusdem worked together:
a King Herod: gppointed by Roman EmpireN not atrue king
b. Pontius Pilate: worked with Jerusdem authoritiesto crucify Jesus
3. The Roman-Jewish War: endsin destruction and burning of Jerusdem (70A.D.)
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The Number of the Beast: 666 (Revelation 13)

1 And | saw abesd risng out of the sea, with ten horns and sa/an heads with ten diadems upon its horns and a
blasphemous name upon its heads And the beast that | saw was like aleopard, its feet were like abear@ and its
mouth was like a lion® mouth. And to it the dragm gave his power and his throne and great authority... 4 Men
worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the besst, saying, OVhois
like the best, and who @n figt aging it20.. 7 And it [the beast] was dlowed to make war on the saints and to
conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and tongue and nation, 8 and al who dwell
on earth will worship it, every one whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the
book of life of theL arb that was dan...

16 Also, it causes dl, both smdl and great, both rich and poor, both free and dave, to be marked on the right
hand or the forehead, 17 s0 tha no one can buy or sdll unless he has the mark, tha is, the name of the beast or
the number of its name. 18 This cdls for wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon thenumbe o thebesd, for
it isahuman number, its number is 9x-hundred and axty 9x. (Rev 13:1-18).

1. The Characters:
a TheDragon = Stan
b. The Beast from the Sea= Roman Empire
d. The Lamb = Chrigt

2. The 7 Headsof the Beast and the 7 Caesars (Barber, CaringSan, 6)
O'he seven hills are seven headswho are seven kings, @ive of whom have falen, oneis, the other has not yet
come, and when he comes he must remain only alittle whileQD(Rev 17:19-10)

1. Julius Caesar 49-44B.C.
2. Augustus 31B.C.DAD. 14
3. Tiberius 14-37 AD.
4. Cdigula(Gaus)  37-41AD.
5. Claudius 41-54 AD.
6. Nero 54-68 AD.
7. Gdba 68-69 AD.

Nero isthe sixth king, reigning a the time Revelation iswritten. The one &ter Nero, Gaba, reigned only Galittle
whileOPsix monthsin fact.

3. The Number of the Beast:
a Hebrew Letters numeric vaue (like Roman Numerds, | = 1,V = 5 X = 10)
b. Greek form of ONero CaesarOtranditerated into Hebrew = 666
c. Ancient Chrigtians: some dtered it to 616 (Latin form of Nero in Hebrew)
d. Caesar Nero demanded dlgjane(the OnarkQ and wadip as agod (cf. Cain)
e. Satanic Perverson: compare the 144,000 (cf. Rev 7; Exod 13:9)

The Destruction of Jerusalem, the Whore

1 After this| saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority; and the earth was made bright
with his splendor. 2 And he caled out with a mighty voice, rdle, falen in Babylon the gest! It has become a
dwelling place of demons, a haunt of every foul spirit, a haunt of every foul and haeful bird; for dl nations have
drunk the wine of her impure passon, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the
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merchants of the earth have grown rich with the wedth of her wantonnessO4 Then | heard another voice from
heaven saying, GCareaut o he my payle lest you take part in her sins, let you sharein her plagues; 5 for her sinsare
hegped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 Rende to her as she hersdlf has rendered, and
repay her double for her deeds mix adouble draught for her in the cup she mixed. 7 As she glorified hersdlf and
played the wanton (or QvhoreQ), so give her alike measure of torment and mourning. Since in her heart she says,
A quan | st | annowidow, mourningl sl neer ss08 0 9l he plagues aarein asndeday, pedilenceand mourningand
faming and sheshdll beburned with firg for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.O(Rev 18:1-8)

The New Jerusalem: the Virgin Bride

9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowis full of the seven last plagues, and spoke to me,
saying, GCome, | will show you the Bridg thewife d the Lamb. 10 And in the Sirit he carried me away to a grest,
high mountain, and showed me thehdy dty d Jeusdlen acaringdoan aut o heaven franGad, 11 having the glory of God,
its radiance like amog rare jewd, like jasper, clear as crystd. 12 It had agreat high wal with twelve gates, and a
the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of |srael were inscribed... 21
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the stregt of the city was
pure gold, transparent as glass. 22 And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. (Rev 21:9-22)For Dr. Pitre@ Bible Studies on CD, go to www.BrantPitre.com

For more information on the book of Revelation, see Michael Barber® book, Caming Soon: Unloking
the Book of Revdation & A pplyingIts L essons Today (Steubenville: Emmaus Road, 2006)
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The Final Tribulation, the CRapture,Oand
the Second Coming of Christ

What is Qhe Rapture®?
1. Rapture: the secret Gnatching awayO (or dissppearance) of Chrigtians into heaven before the Great
Tribulation tha will take place @ the End of Time,
2. Best Caholic Treatments of Rapture:
a David Currie, Rapture theEnd-TimeErrar thet L eavestheBideBenind
(Manchester, NH: Sophialngtitute, 2003)
b. Carl E. Olson, Will Cathdics BeL dt Behind? (San Francisco: | gnatius, 2003)
3. John Nelson Darby: an ex-Anglican priest living in America (1800-1882)
a Founder of Plymouth Brethren movement
b. Friend of the 15 year old Protestant mystic, Margaret MacDondd
c. Ultimate Origin: MacD onad®@private revelation of imminent secret rapture
d. Repture would occur, followed by the Greet Tribulation
4. Popularity and Soread of the Rgpture Doctrine
a Pentecogtds: introduced by Edweard Irving
b. Fundanentdigts: 1883 Niagara Bible Conference
c. (C.1.) Sofield Reference Bible: most popular study in America, up to today!
d. Universties Ddlas Theologicd Seminary, Moody Bible Ingtitute, etc.
e. The Ldt Behind Series: Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins
e. There are even some Catholics today who accept the Rapture doctrine!

The False Rapturist End-Time Scenario
1. The Secret Rapture of True Believersto Heaven (cf. Bumper Sicker!)
a Firg Coming: Jesus comesto rescue true believers
b. Jesus does not say, but returnsto Heaven
2. The7 Year Gred Tribulation:
a Coming of the Anti-Christ
b. Jews Regain Totd Control of Jerusdem and |sradl
¢. The Rebuilding of the Jerusdem Temple: Reingtitution of Animad Secrifice
d. Jews will have a Second Chanceto Accept Jesus Christ
e. Anti-Chrig Will Gather Gentile Nationsto Destroy Jerusdem
f. Unprecedented Persecution of Jewish Believers and new Christians
3. Second Coming of Jesus Chrigt to Eath
4. The Millennid Earthly Kingdom:
a Jesus will conquer wicked Gentile Nations
b. Jesus establishes a 1000-year earthly kingdom, centered in Jerusdem
c. Promises to King David of Geverlasting kingdomOfinaly fulfilled (2 Samuel 7)
5. Find Judgment and End of the World
a Find Unleashing and Defeat of Satan
b. Find Judgment
c. Find Resurrection of the Dead
6. Eternity: New Heaven and New Earth
a Church reignswith God in new Heaven
b. Redeemed | sradl (believing Jews) enjoys Kingdom of David on new Earth
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Two Key Rapture Proof-Texts

For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are dive, who are left until the coming
(Greek parada) of the Lord, shdl not precedethose who have falen adeep. For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven... And the dead in Chrigt will rise first; then wewho aredive who areldt, ddl becaugt up (Latin
rgaarur) tagghe with thamin thedaudsto med thel ad intheair... (1 Thessdonians 4:15-17)

.30 will be theamngd theSm o Man. Then two men will be in the field; aeisteken and aneisldt. Two women
will be grinding a the mill; aeisteken and aeisldt. Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming... Therefore you must dso be ready; for the Son of Man is coming a an hour you do not
expect (Matthew 24:39-44)

1. Don®these passages seem to support the Rapture theory?

2. Don®@they seem to describe asecret Rapture of Christians to Heaven?
3. Do they mean that some Christians will be Qeft behindC?

4. NO. They only can be madeto mean tha if they are taken aut of artext.
5. Context: the key to interpretation.

Jesus and the Rapture

35 Heaven and earth will pess anay, but my words will not pass avay. 36 But d that day and har no aneknoas not
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37 As waethedaysd N ceh, owill betheamingd the
So d Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were egting and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day when Noah entered the Ark, 39 and they did not know until the flood came and swept
them dl away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one is taken and
oneisleft. Two women will be grinding a the mill; oneistaken and one s left. Wetch therefore, for you dona
know an what day your Lad isaming 43 But know this, tha if the householder had knoan in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have let his house be broken into. 44
Therefore you must dso be ready; for the Son of Man is coming a an hour you do not expect (Mathew
24:34-44; cf. Luke 17:28-37).

1. Different Context than Destruction of Jerusdem (described in Matt 24:1-34):
a Cosmic (not merdly local) Destruction: GHeaven and earth will pass away...O
b. Unknown Time (not within 40yrs): But of that day and hour no one knows...O
c. Answer to Disciples Question about the Parousia/Second Coming (Matt 24:1-3)
2. Context: The End of the World, not a Secret Rapture!
3. Old Testament Background: the days of Noah (Geness 6-9)
a Noah: OrookOhis Family and Animals into the Ark (cf. Gen 6:18-21; 7:1-10)
b. The Wicked: Q_eftOout of the Ark; left for Judgment/P unishment
c. Righteous: will be QakenQinto the Kingdom
d. Wicked: will be QeftOout of the Kingdom
4. Contextud Confirmation: the Parables (Mathew 24-25)
a Wicked Servant: left out of the inheritance of the Kingdom
b. The Five Foolish Virgins: left out of the Messanic Banquet
c. Man Who Buried His Tdent: left out of GenteringOthe kingdom® Joy
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. Paul and the Rapture

13 But we would not have you be ignorant, brethren, anerning theseewho are adegp, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14 For snewebdieethat Jeus ded and raseagain, even o, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have fdlen adeep. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who aredive who are left until the coming of the Lord, ddl na presde thosewho havefdlen adegp. 16 For thelL ad
himedf will desoand fram hesven with a ay of ammrand, with the ardiangd®@ cll, and with the sund o thetrunpet of Gad
And thedead in Chrig will risefirg; then we who are dive, who are left, shal be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the ar; and so we shdl always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one
another with these words 5:1 But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need to have
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know well that theday o theL ad will aarelikeathie inthenigt. 3
When people say, OThere is peace and security,Othen sudden destruction will come upon them as travail
comes upon awoman with child, and there will be no escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brethren for that
day to surprise you like athief. (1 Thessdonians 4:15-5:3)

1. The Question: Which is &. Paul Describing?
a The Scret Rapture of Chrigtians before the Great Tribulation? OR
b. The Second Coming of Chrigt a the End of Time?
2. Context: The Problem of Bdievers Who Have Died (Fdlen AdeepQ
a Thessdonians. Grieving over the Dead as Logt (cf. 1 Corinthians 15)
b. Greeks: Lack of Bdlief in the Resurrection of the Body
c. . Paul: living believers are not (hetter offOthan the dead
3. Firgt Key: The Bodily Resurration of the Dead
a Resurrection: Orhe deed in Christ will rise firstO
b. Living Believers: will dso be resurrected
c. All Resurrected will Meet Christ: be with him forever in Eternity
d. Not aSecret Disgppearance, but a public Resurrection!
4. Second Key: The Pudic(not Secret) Coming of Christ!
a The Cry of Command
b. The Archangd @ Cal
c¢. The Sound of the Trumpet
5. The Unknown Time of the Second Coming:
a QLike a Thief in the NightO
b. Matches JesusOr eaching on the Second Coming (Matthew 24-25)

The Rapture in the Book of Revelation
1. Thereisnone.
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The True Catholic (Biblical) End-Time Scenario

Stage 1: The Ascension, the Millennium, and the Q_ast DaysO

Since the Ascension God®plan has entered into its fulfillment. Wearedready a Ghelag haur. OQAIready thefirdl
apd thewald iswith us and the renewd of the world is irrevocably unde way; it is even now anticipated in a
certain red way, for the Churdh an earth is endowed dready with a sanctity that is red but imperfect. OChrist®
kingdom dready manifests its presence through the miraculous Sgns tha atend its proclamation in the
Church...O Orhe kingdon o Chrig [i dredy presat in myaayO@n exth, the seed and the beginning of the
kingdom.O(CCC 670, 669).

1. Since the Ascension, we have been in Ghe last daysOand Qhefind age.O
2. The Kingdom of GodOis Ciiready presentOin the Church.
3. The 1000 Year Kingdom (the QMillennid KingdomQ isNOW (Rev 20:1-10)

Then | [John] saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key of the bottomless pit and
agreat chain. And he saized the dragon, tha ancient serpent, who isthe Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thausand yeers and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sedled it over him, that he should decelve the nations
no more, till the thousand years were ended. After tha he must be loosed for a little while. Then | saw
thrones, and seeted on them were those to whom judgment was committed. Also | saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded for ther testimony to Jesus and for the word of God... They came to life and reged
with Chrig athausand years The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This
is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the first resurrection! Over such the second degth has no power,
but they shdl be priests of God and of Christ, and they shdl reign with him athausand years (Rev 20:1-6)

According to the Lord the presat timeis the time of the Spirit and of witness, but dso atime till marked by
QlistressOand the trid of evil which does not spare the Church and ushersin thesrugdes o thelast days It is a
time of waiting and watching. (CCC 672)

Stage 2: The Conversion of All Israel and the DelayOof the Parousia

Since the Ascension Christ® coming in glory has been imminent, even though Gt is not for you to know times
or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority.O[Acts 1:7] This eschatological coming could be
accomplished a any moment, even if it and thefind trid that precede it are Qidayal O(CCC 673)

Thedaious Mesdah®@ amingis suspanded a ey momat o higay until his rexgnition by Gl |rad, Ofor Ga hardening
has come upon apart of | sradlOin their QunbeliefOtoward Jesus... S. Paul [says]; OFor if their rgection means
the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the deed O[Rom 11:15] TheGuil
indusanOd the Jansin theMessah@savatian, in theweked the Gull number o the GartilesOwill engble the People of
God to achieve Qhe measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,Oin which GGod may be dl in al.O(CCC
674).
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Stage 3: The Final Tribulation and the Coming of the Antichrist

Bdare Chrig®@ssnd aaring the Church mugt pessthrauch afirdl trid that will shake the faith of many believers. The
persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the Gnystery of iniquityOin the form of a
religious deception offering men an goparent solution to their problems a the price of gpostasy from the
truth. Thesurererdigaus destin isthat o the Antidrig, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in
place of God and of his Messah comein the flesh. (CCC 675).

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling to meet him, we beg you, brethren,
not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited, either by spirit or by word, or by letter purporting to be from us,
to the effect tha the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come,
unless the rebellion comes firgt, and thermen d lanlessnessis reveded, the sn o parditian, who opposes and exdts
himsdf againgt every so-cdled god or object of worship, 0 tha he takes his seat in the temple of God,
pradaminghimedf tobeGad... For the mystery of lavMessnessis dready & work; only he who now restrains it will
do so0 until he is out of the way. And then thelanless e will bereeded, and the L ad Jesus will day him with the
bresth o his mouth and destroy him by his gppearingand his aaring The coming of the lawless one by the activity of
Stan will be with dl power and with pretended sgns and wonde's, and with dl wicked deceptions for those
who are to perish, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved (2 Thess 2:1-10).

Children, it is the last hour; and you have heard that atidrig is a@ring so now many atidrigs have come;
therefore we know that it isthe last hour... Who isthe liar but he who deniesthat Jesusis the Chrig? Thisisthe
aidrig, hewho dniestheFathe and theSm.. (1 John 2:18, 22)

The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom aly thraugh thisfind Passoier, when she will follow her Lord in his
death and Resurrection. The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the Church through a
progressve ascendancy, but only by God®victory over the find unlesshing of evil, which will cause his Brideto
come down from heaven. God®triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgment &fter the
fina cosmic upheava of this passng world (CCC 677)
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O he Life of the World to ComeQ
The Last Judgment and the N ew Creation

The Catholic End-Time Scenario

1. The Ascension of Jesus and the Qast DaysO
2. The Conversion of All Isredl

3. The Find Tribulation and the Antichrist

4. The Second Coming of Christ

5. The Resurrection of the Dead

6. The Last Judgment

7. The New Creation

I ntroduction
1. Many Chrigtians do not know about the New Cregtion; they have asemi-Gnodicview of sdvation
a Gnogticism: saw cregtion as inherently evil; savation is non-bodily
b. Hope for Man® Soul, but No Hope for Man® Bady (much less the universe)
2. The True Chrigtian Hope
a |mmortdity of the Soul and Resurrection of the Body
b. QRestorationOof All Crestion (Gk gpckatadtads cf. Acts 3:21)
3. The Creed: QResurrection of the Dead and the Life of the World to ComeO

Stage 5 and 6: The Resurrection of the Dead and the Last Judgment

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son dso to have life in himsdf, and has given him
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel a this, for thehour is amngwhen dl
who arein thetariswill her hiswdeand aarefath, those who have done good, to theresurretion o life and those who
have done evil, to thereurration o judgrat. (John 5:26-29).

Nahingis el up thet will na beresded, a hiddan thet will thet will nd beknoan. Whatever you have sad in the dak
shdl be heard in the light, and wha you have whispered in private rooms shdl be proclamed upon the housetops.
| tel you, my friends dona fear thasewhoKkill thebady, and after that have no more that they can do. But | will warn
you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has power to cast into Gehenng yes, | tell you, fear him! Are
not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God. Why, even dl the hairs of
your head are dl numbered. Fer nd; yau ared marevduethan meny oarrans And | tell you, eaymewho ak noMedges
mebdaeman, theSam d Man will dso aknonedgebdaetheangdsd Gad, but hewho danies e bdare men will bedanied bdae
theangdsd Gad (Luke 12:2-9)

Na eey cewo sastone Q ad, LadOddl ate the kingdam o heaven, but hewho does thewill of my Fathe whoisin
heaen. On tha day [the day of Judgment] many will say to me, Q.ord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,
and cast out demonsin your name, and do many mighty worksin your name?0And then | will declare to them, Q
nea knavyau depart from me, you evildoersO(Matt 7:21-23)

The Catechism on the Final Judgment

The resurrection of dl the deed, f both the just and the unjust,Owill precedethe Last Judgment... In thepresae
d Chrigt, whois Truth itsdf, thetruth o edh men@rdationghip with Gad will belaid bere TheL agt Judgmatt will reed een to
its furthes anssuenass the good eadh persn has donear falled to do duringhisearthly life The Last Judgment will come when
Chrigt returns in glory... Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the find word on dl hisory. We
gl know the ultimete meaning o thewhdewak d aettion and d the etire exnany o salvetian and understand the mendaus
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ways by which his Proideneeled egthingtonerdsitsfind ed The Last Judgment will reved that God®justice triumphs
over dl the injustices committed by his creatures and that GadSloeisgraxgg than desth. (CCC 1038, 1039, 1040).

The Resurrection of the Dead: The Glorification of Soul and Body?

We firmly believe, and hence we hope tha, just as Chrigt is truly risen from the dead and lives for ever, so after
degth the righteous will live for ever with the risen Christ and he will rase them up on the last day. Our
resurrection, like his own, will be the work of the Most Holy Trinity... The Gesurrection of the fleshO(the literd
formulation of the Apostle® Creed) means nat aly thet theinmrortal soul will livean after desth, but thet een aur Grortal
badyOwill ametolifeaggin. (CCC 989-90)

GDn no point doesthe Christian faith encounter more opposition than on the resurrection of the body.Olt is very
commonly accepted that the life of the human person continuesin aspiritua fashion after degth. But how can we
believe that this body, so clearly mortd, could rise to everlagting life? (CCC 996, citing &. Augustine)

The Catechism on the N ew Creation

At the end of time, theKingdand Gad will come in its fullness. Afte theunvesd judgrat, therigteouswill regn faee
with Chrig, darified in body and soul. Theuniveseitsdf will be renewed: Orhe Church... will receive her perfection only
in the glory of heaven, when will come the time of therenend d al things At tha time, together with the human
rece, the universe itsdlf, which is so closely related to man and which atans its destiny through him, will be
perfectly re-established in Christ. O(CCC 1042; Citing Vatican |1, L umen Gatium48)

The New Heavens and the New Earth

Sacred Scripture calls this mysterious renewd, which will transform humanity and the world, Qev hevansand anev
exth Ot will be the definitive redizations of God®plan to bring under asingle head Gill thingsin [Christ], things
in heaven and things on earth.O In this nev unives the hevarly Jrusdem God will have his dwelling anong men.
(He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and desth shdl be no more, neither shal there be mourning nor
crying nor pan any more, for the former things have passed away.O(CCC 1043-44)

New Heavens and aNew EarthQ Isaiah

Gra badd, | aestenevheavansand aneverth;

and the former things shdl not be remembered or comeinto mind.

But be glad and rejoice forever in that which | create;

fa bddd | aete Jrusdanaregoicing, and her peopleajoy...

They shadl build houses and inhabit them; they shal plant vineyardsand eet their fruit.
They shdl not build and another inhabit; they shdl not plant and another ed;

for like the days of atree shdl the days of my people be,

and my chosen shal long enjoy the work of their hands

Theydd| nd laba invain, a ber dilden fa damity,

for they shdl be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord, and their children with them...
Thewdf and thelamb S| feed toggher, and thelion Sl et drawliketheo;

and dug sdll bethesapant@food

They shal not hurt or destroy in &l my hdy mountainOsays the LORD (Isa65:17-25)
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1. A New Credtion and aNew Jerusdem
2. A Reversd of the Curses of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3)
3. A New Eden:
a Peace among the animals, vegetarianism
b. Eden: is @he holy mountainOof God (Ezekiel 28)
4. |saiah Endsby Repesating Prophecy of New Cregtion (1 sa 66:22-24)!

A N ew Heavens and the New EarthQ . Peter
3 Firg of dl you must undestand this, that scoffers will come in with scoffing, following their own passons 4
and saying, OVhere is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell adeep, dl things have continued
as they were from the beginning of creation.O5 They ddiberady ignore the fact, that by the word of God
heavens existed long ago, and an earth formed out of water and by means of water, 6 through which thewald thet
then exided wes ddugad with wete and perished 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth thet nowv exis haveben saed
up far fire being kept until the day o judgrat and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not ignore this one fact,
beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not
dow about his promise as some count downess, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish,
but that al should reach repentance. 10 But theday d theL ad will carelikeathid, and then theheavaswill pass avay
with a loud noise, and eements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will be
burned up. 11 Snce dl these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be kindled and dissolved, and the lements will melt with fire! 13 But according to his promise wewat fa nev
heavens and a navearth in which righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:1-13)
1. Two Destructions:

a The Great Flood: firg destruction by ONaterO

b. The Find Judgment: saxnd destruction by QrireO(cf. Luke 17)
2. Old Creation will be Destroyed: but thisisnot the End

A New Heavens and a New EarthQ The Book of Revelation

1. Then | [John] saw a new heavens and a newv earth; for thefirg heaven and thefirg earth hed passad anay, and the seawas
no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, a nev Jeusdlen aringdoan aut o heaven fran Gad, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband; 3 and | heard a great voice from the throne saying, Behold, the dndling (Gk kee or
Qébernacle)) d Gad iswith men. He will dwell with them, and they shal be his people, and God himsdf will be
with them; 4 he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and desth Sl benomae neither shal there be mourning
nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed awvay. 5 And he who sat upon the throne sad,
(Bedd, | mekedl things nevO(Revelation 21:1-5)

I mplications for Mankind

Fa men, this consummation will be the find redization of the unity of the human race, which God willed from
cregtion and of which the pilgrim Church has been On the nature of a sacranent.OThose who are united with
Christ will form the community of the redeemed, the dy dtyOd Gad, Qhe Bride, the wife of the Lamb.OShe will
not be wounded any longer by sin, stans, sdlf-love, that destroy or wound the earthly community. ThebegtificMgan,
in which God opens himsdf in an inexhaustible way to the elect, will be the ever-flowing well-spring of hgppiness,
peace, and mutua communion. (CCC 1045)

I mplications for the Universe
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Fa theaas Revelation affirms the profound common destiny of the materid world and man... Thevishleunverss
then, is itsdf destined to be trandamed, (o that the warld itsdf, redared to its aignd date facing no further obstacles,
should be a the service of the just,Osharing therr glorification in the risen Jesus Christ. (CCC 1046-47)

All Creation Q_ongsOfor Our Resurrection

19 For theaettion waitswith eaggr langngfor the revelaion (Gk godkaypss of the sons of God; 20 for theaestion wes
seted tofutility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; 21 because theaetian itsdf will

best freeframits bondage to deay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 We know that thewhde
aestion has ban gaaningin travail tagghe until now, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves who have the first

fruits of the Spirit groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, theredarption d aur bades 24 Fa in thishgewe
waesavel (Romans 8:19-24)

The New Eden: the World Restored to its @riginal SateO

Then he showed me [John] theriver d theweater o life bright as crystd, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; dso, on ether sde of the river, the Treed Lifewith its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit eech month; and the leaves of the tree were for the heding of the nations. There
shdl no more be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shdl be in it, and they dl wasip him
they 9l s hisfaceand his name shal be on their foreheads And night shal be no more; they need no light of
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will betheir light and they shal reign for ever and ever.O(Revelation 22:1-5)

Jesus and the New Creation

Then Peter sad in reply, Q.0, we have left everything and followed you. What then shal we have?OJesus said to
them, GAmen, | say to you, in thenev aettian, when the Sm of Man gl st an hisdaiaus thrang you who havefdlaned e
will dsost antwehethranes judgng the tribes of 1srael. O(Matthew 19:27-28)

1. ONew CreationQ Literdly, the QRe-genesisO(Greek pelingneds)
a ONew WorldO(RSVCE)
b. QRegeneraionO(D ouay-Rheims)
c. New AgeO(NAB)
d. Orhe Renewd of All ThingsO(NRSV)
2. JesusQVision of the Future:
a Not Just a Spiritud Kingdom
b. But a Restored Crestion
c. Heaven and EarthOwill not Smply QPass Away,Obut be Recrested

When This Happen?Only the Father Knows

We know nather the mamat d the ansunmmretion d theearth and d men, nar theway in whidh the universe will be trandarmed.
The form of thisworld, distorted by sin, is passing avay, and we are taught that God is preparing anew dwelling
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells, in which happiness will fill and surpass dl the desrres of peace
aising in the hearts of men.O(CCC 1048; Citing Vatican |1, Gaudume Sps39.1)

H eaven and the New Creation

The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is the entry of God®creaturesinto the perfect unity of the Blessed
Trinity. ... This perfect life with the Most Holy TrinityN this communion of life and love with the Trinity, with the
Virgin Mary, the angels, and dl the blessedN is caled heaven.OHeaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the
degpest human longings, the state of supreme definitive happiness. (CCC 260, 1024)
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